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Premises

Islamic Devotional Texts in Ethiopia
e Massive presence of devotional texts as peritexts in
Ethiopian Arabic manuscripts
e Tanbih al-Anam of Ibn ‘Azzim al-Qayrawani (d. 1556)
and other devotional texts diffused throughout Ethiopia
as independent works

Frontispiece of the Kitab
Tanbih al-Anam, 1ES 2631, f.
3r.
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Premises

Possible classification of devotional literature
based on its media and focus

» Invocation of God through His Names and
Attributes

 Devotion to Muhammad:
* Praise of the Prophet
* Prayer on the Prophet

» Seeking the intercession of Saints (both
invoking them and visiting their tombs)
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Invocation to God,
peritext of Tanbih
al-Anam, IES 2630,
f. 2r.
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Poem in praise to
the prophet,
peritext of al-
Kawakib al-
Durriyya fi Madh
Hayr al-Barriyya or
Qasidat al-Burda of
al-Busiri (d.
693/1294), IES
2630, f. 2r.

Sted og dato
Dias 5




A munaga invoking saints and prophets (IES 6238, ff. 1v-4r)

Peritext of the acephalous version of the Dald’il al-Hayrat of
al-Gaziili (d. 869/1465)

e Other peritexts

« A note on the states of the soul
after death (ff. 4r-5r)

* A comparison of the inner
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Explicit of the
Munagah and
incipit of the fa’ida
about the states of
the soul after
death, quotinf the
Fath al-Gawwad of
Ibn Hagar al-
Haytami (d.
972/1565), IES
2638, f. 4ar.
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Verses in praise of
the Prophet, IES
2638, first guard
leaf.
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A munaga invoking saints and prophets (IES 6238, ff. 1v-4r)

The text of the munagah
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A munaga invoking saints and prophets (IES 6238, ff. 1v-4r)

The text of the munagah

2l 5 28 o]l 2 5l 5 (5 sl 2l
5;591533\

O 2adl 5 (5 yiaal) (il 135 el 511 2ed]
O (54

o el il die el 5 By
Sl

o paan g (Rl g g gUall D513
$>0=dl>

O o\ UL IPY (R PE 8
SOA > pas>

Ly JBa Ry olsle o daal

Munagah, 1ES 2638, f. 1v.
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A munaga invoking saints and prophets (IES 6238, ff. 1v-4r)
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Munagah, 1ES 2638, f. 2v. .




A munaga invoking saints and prophets (IES 6238, ff. 1v-4r)
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Problems raised by the text
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Sources: al-Yafi‘Tand Yemenite tabagat works (which
ones?)

* Invocation of female saints

* Names of Yemeni saints

* Names of unidentified saints
Mixed written and oral sources?

Structure of the diwan al-awliya: is it peculiar of the
environment where the du‘a’ was written and used or
comes from a “free” interpretation of its terminology?

Which idea of sainthood lays behind this invocation?
Is it ascribable to a specific siifi order?




Cataloger’s questions

* [s it a saints-related text only?

* [s it a marginal note or a text put next to
the main one (the Dala'il al-Hayrat)?

e Can it be considered an authorial work?
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Future development

e Edition of the text

e Individuation of a the saintly figures still
unidentified

 Comparison with other similar texts (munagat,
du ‘a’ al-tawassul) found in Ethiopian manuscripts
collections

* Definition of a possible environment of
production and use
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